Pieface

In planning the VEGETABLE ENCYCLOPEDIA AND GARDENER'S GUIDE,
every effort has been made to present in the most convenient form all
the information which will be useful to the home vegetable grower.

For ready reference, Part I is an "Encyclopedia of Vegetables/' in-
cluding in alphabetical order all the commonly grown vegetables and
also a large number of less familiar vegetables which are valuable as
foods and which add interest and variety to the vegetable garden.

Each vegetable is first fully described, and then there are sections on
soil requirements, cultural directions, the prevention and cure of plant
diseases^ and the avoidance of insect pests.

Recognizing the steadily increasing interest in growing herbs, Part II
is a very complete "Encyclopedia of Herbs." Here also the arrangement
is Alphabetical. The very full discussion of each herb should encourage
Saany users of this book to assign a special part of their vegetable gardens
to a group of favorite herbs which are so welcome in the kitchen for
flavoring and seasoning.

Both Part I and Part II are fully provided with cross references, so
that the user of the book who looks up a vegetable or herb under one
of its alternative names will immediately be referred to the page on
which he will find the plant in which he is interested.

Part III is called "The Gardener's Guide." This valuable division
of the book brings together all the important general instructions and
suggestions which apply to vegetable gardens as a whole. Such mat-
ters as preparation of the soil, use of fertilizers, selection of seed, choice
of varieties, vitamin content, growing plants in coldframes and hot-
beds, transplanting of seedlings, handling of tools and equipment,
and construction and use of frames and greenhouses are among the
many matters presented. A Glossary of technical terms is placed at the
end of the book for ready reference.

The various vegetables are illustrated by exceptionally effective and
useful drawings, and the skillful drawings of the herbs make possible
instant identification of herb plants. These illustrations, as well as the